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NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
The Environmental Design Archives was 

honored with a certificate of appreciation by 

California Assemblywoman Fiona Ma! The 

text of the certificate reads: 

 

UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives 

 

Honoring consistent dedication and 

commitment to perpetuate the mainten-

ance and growth of the history of California's 

built environment, and for promoting 

scholarly research, teaching support, 

preservation, and public service, thereby 

benefitting all the people of the City and 

County of San Francisco and the State of 

California. 

 
 

Gardens for Peace: The National Peace 

Garden Competition is our summer exhibit. A 

National Peace garden was approved by 

congress in 1987, the competition drew nearly 

a thousand entries. The winning entry was by 

Eduardo Catalano, whose design took the 

shape of an olive branch from a birds-eye 

view. However, the firm of RHAA was selected 

to design the park that was to be located on 

Hains point in Washington, D.C. Unfortunately, 

funding was not secured, and the project 

remained unbuilt. The exhibit highlights 

selected drawings and documents the 

dedication of the volunteers working for the 

success of this project. Most of the design 

submissions will be presented via digital 

images. Landscape Architecture and 

Environmental Planning graduate Gar Yin Lee 

is curating the exhibit.  

  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO Elizabeth Byrne, 

Head of the Environmental Design 

Library, who was awarded the 2011 

Chancellor's Distinguished Service Award at 

this year’s graduation ceremonies. CED Dean 

Jennifer Wolch announced the award, and 

the gowned faculty and graduating students 

gave Elizabeth an enthusiastic standing 

ovation. Vice Provost Koshland gave the 

presentation on behalf of the Chancellor. 

 

 
 

Many highlights of Elizabeth's service and 

contributions to UC Berkeley over the past 26 



years were mentioned, including her 

teaching, collection development, steward-

ship, exhibits, and scholarly activities. As 

quoted from a nomination letter, "In short, the 

Environmental Design Library is the heart of 

the college, and the jewel in the crown of 

Berkeley's branch libraries, and Elizabeth 

Byrne is one of this university's treasures." 

 

RECENT EVENTS 

 

 
 Daniel Gregory of Houseplans.com and 

Rob Steinberg of Steinberg Architects 

sponsored a fundraising reception for the 

EDA. Titled Born in the Sunset, the benefit was 

generously hosted by Tom Lloyd-Butler and 

Dan Zelen in their Bay Region Modern home 

designed by Ernest Born for his family in 1951 

with a recent addition by Aidlin Darling 

Design. The event featured remarks by 

Christopher Hawthorne, architecture critic of 

The Los Angeles Times. 

 

On February 24, an opening reception for 

the exhibit All Their Own: Designing for 

Themselves and Each Other was held. Tom 

Buresh, Chair of the Dept. of Architecture and 

Donelle Guthrie, his life and design partner, 

spoke about the process of designing and 

building not one, but several of their own 

residences.   

 
 This spring more than 300 students toured 

the archives including the architectural history 

survey (170B), and the beginning class in 

Environmental Design (ED1).  The students 

were inspired to see actual sections, plans 

and elevations. We are especially excited 

that this semester’s tours included outreach to 

high school students informing them about 

the programs available to them at the CED, 

and encouraging them to pursue a career in 

Environmental Design 

  

THE PERFECT GRADUATION GIFT 
 

Design on the Edge: A Century of Teaching 

Architecture at the University of California, 

Berkeley, 1903-2003  Edited by Waverly 

Lowell, Elizabeth Byrne and Betsy Frederick-

Rothwell, this well-received  book contains 

320 pages of essays, recollections, interviews, 

drawings, and photographs.   

 

A recent reader sent us an email stating:  
     “I wasn't a CED student but I must say 

       reading that book made me pretty 

       jealous of those that were and are.” 

 

The book has recently been reduced in cost 

to only $55. Please see our website to order 
the book.  (www.ced.berkeley.edu/cedarchives) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/cedarchives


IN PASSING 
 

Robert Judson Clark, longtime friend to the 

Archives, 

passed away in 

August.  A 

champion of 

the Arts & Crafts 

movement, he 

was deeply 

involved in the 

restoration of 

the Greene & 

Greene Thorsen House in Berkeley. He was 

instrumental in bringing several collections to 

the EDA. Our sincere condolences go out to 

his family.  

 
 NEW ACQUISITIONS  
 

The CED is very happy about receiving a gift 

of the records of Earl Nisbet. A Taliesin Fellow, 

Nisbet’s beautiful drawings reflect the style 

and influence of Frank Lloyd Wright. This 

collection contains drawings of built and 

unbuilt projects, mostly residential, spanning 

the years 1950-1990.  It complements other 

collections reflecting Wright-inspired or 

Wright-trained designers presently held or to 

be collected by the EDA.     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Architect Sandy Hirshen gave the Archives 

the drawings, boards, photographs and other 

materials that formed the exhibit Toward an 

Architecture of Conscience: The work of 

Sandy Hirshen, partners, employees and 

professional colleagues. 

 

The EDA has recently received five 

watercolor sketches painted by William 

Wurster on his trip to Europe in the1920s 

following his graduation from UC Berkeley. 

These will become part of the William and 

Catherine Bauer Wurster Collection.   

 

The Archives held a contest for the 

students in the Architectural History survey 

(Arch170). We promised to award a free 

copy of Design on the Edge to any 

student who correctly identified all of the 

images. We are expanding this contest to 

include all Friends of the Archives. The 

watercolors are below. Let us know by 

Thursday, July 31, 2011. Good luck!   
 

 
 

1. 



 
 

2. 
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 [Hint: try a Google image search.] 
 



    FROM THE CURATOR  

Dear Friends, 

 

Graduation is now behind us as we reflect on 

what has been accomplished during the last 

semester. The Archives has been visited by 

classes from the architectural History survey, 

beginning environmental design students, 

and potential new students, as well as 

researchers and authors from Australia, 

Korea, and across the United States.  

 

To illustrate the importance of the EDA to 

design scholarship, material from the Archives 

will be featured in LACMA’s upcoming 

exhibit, California Design 1930-1965: Living in a 

Modern Way (October, 2011 to March, 2012). 

EDA material is highlighted in the long 

awaited publication The Houses of William 

Wurster: Frames for Living by Caitlin Lempres 

Brostrom & Richard Peterson published by 

Princeton Architectural Press (September, 

2011). Other publications to watch for that 

contain EDA collections include: Bruce 

Smith’s Greene & Greene: Developing a 

California Style (Gibbs-Smith, Fall, 2011); 

Greene & Greene Furniture: Poems of Wood 

and Light, by David Mathias (F+W Media, Fall 

2010) and Landscapes of Modern 

Architecture, by Caroline Constant (University 

of Minnesota Press, Spring, 2012). 

 

While it is extremely gratifying to see our 

collections receiving increased use, and an 

increasing number of hits to our website, it is 

frustrating to know that there are important 

collections that cannot be used because 

they require archival processing. Archival 

work is labor intensive and is dependent on 

outside funds to enable us to hire temporary 

and part-time archivists. Although students 

can do some of this work, professional 

expertise is critical to provide access to large 

complex collections such as Dan Solomon’s, 

Warren Callister’s, Ernie Kump’s, Richard 

Peters’, and Hans Ostwald’s.   

 

The EDA website continues to expand. Two 

new virtual exhibits will soon be available and 

we are regularly adding to our publications. 

We are also continuing our exhibitions within 

the Environmental Design Library such as the 

forthcoming National Peace Garden 

Competition Exhibit this summer.  The autumn 

exhibit will feature archival and library 

material related to recreation and leisure, 

and the spring exhibit is on Julia Morgan. 

Many of these activities have been made 

possible through donations from our Friends 

and small grants.  

 

Our work depends on resources from beyond 

the College and the University. It is only with 

your contributions and support that the 

Archives can pay salaries, purchase flat files 

and preservation supplies, and maintain and 

improve our current program of insuring the 

legacy of generations of designers. Please 

remember the Environmental Design Archives 

in your estate planning or if you are interested 

in naming opportunities or tax-deductible 

donations. 

 

We hope you will support our effort; we need 

your help to continue our work. 
 

Thank you,  

Waverly Lowell, Curator 

 
The Environmental Design Archives and the University of 

California, Berkeley, is a tax-exempt, 501(c) 3 public 

benefit organization. Tax ID#: 94600 212 3G 

 

EDA Staff News 
 

Curator Waverly Lowell made presentations 

about Greenwood Common to the CED 

Architecture History students and at the 

Society of California Archivists Annual 

Meeting on a panel concerning archivists as 

historians. Lowell was also invited to 

participate in a multi-campus Research 

Group focusing on California Architecture 

and Design that has received funding from 

the UC Humanities Research Institute. 



 

Assistant Curator Miranda Hambro, is a 

member of the organizing committee for the 

Julia Morgan 2012 project. This project is the 

pilot in a series of Landmark California 

initiatives designed to showcase the many 

places in California that demonstrate our 

diverse cultures and histories. The Archives will 

be mounting a Julia Morgan exhibit in 2012.  

VRC Librarian Jason Miller attended the 

VRA/ARLIS annual conference in Minneapolis 

in March and will be serving as the Production 

Editor for the eVRA Bulletin of the Visual 

Resources Association. He has completed 

consolidating the VRC into a smaller physical 

space and is revising the environmental 

Library’s online guide to researching visual 

resources. He is also leading the project to 

replace SPIRO with a more user friendly 

search interface. 

 

 

 

EDA Student Archives Technicians 
 

Congratulations to Maddy Hamlin, Henry 

Richardson & Gar-Yin Lee, all of whom 

graduate in May!  They will all be missed. 

 

Welcome to summer student staffers Adam 

Rubin, Kalyn Yang and volunteer high school 

student Giulia Marinos, daughter of a CED 

staff member.  

 

Archivist/ librarian Emma Keefe is continuing 

to work for the Archives, putting finding aids 

on the OAC, and implementing year 2 of our 

3-year Beatrix Farrand digitization project 

funded by LAEP. 
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